America’s fathers pay

! f tens of billions
in child sutpport annually.
But in many cases,

that mon€y never

reaches their children.

_Here’s why more and more
families are being left destitute
—and more and more

fathers are going tojail

By Harry Jatte Portrait photographs by Helanna Bratman

NOBODY HATES DEADEEAT DADS MORE THAN JIM TAYLOR DOES.
nh leaving Jim and his

up outside Richmond,

buy a candy bar.” The phone ate the quarter. "
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"That," he says, "was the ultimate hopelessness." Eventually they

moved in with his grandmother, where Jim lived for most of his young

lifa, wondering how the man who helped bring him into the world

could have simply wallied avway.

Today Taylor has three sons of his own. He makes a solid living, earning

ahout S60,000 a year running an information network for 8 national

corporation. He was doing well until 3 years ago, when he and his wils
af B years saparated. At first they shared custody and oosts, but the
cooperation gave way to legal battles; then came the child-sapport

asrasmmnent. Though he and his wile now share custody, Taylor is saddled

with child-support payments that hover around 52,000 a month—taken

from his piryehack by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Trespite bin salary, Tavlor 1= destitute
agadin. “More than a thivd of my income goes
Ly Lanees, PTores Ul o thimd poes to el
suppor,” he savs, 1 have my Uaree sons
alsorud Taad 0t hve timaee, Tt Teaves mae with less
i sz oo to sapport o faondly of four”
Fle®s Been Toreed to fle for Bankroptey, 11e
carnist alforel venton a small apartment,
Anely pertvps werst of alliaf he reluses to pay
chilel support 1o the Commonweal il of
Mirginia—if he ehoopes inglead to gpend 1
inoney on Tood, clothes, or doctor appoeing
pyenats fow bis ghildrens=1the auhoritics will
[t hie in peison for Being o "deadbent dad”

AT Avialle e T asle v grandmother if the
Bioys anel eonld yoove nte her howse,” Tavlo
gty PAne] Uverd 1 swas again.”

Geotting tough on deadbent dads is s
no-lose proposition for politicians, prosecy
tors, ancl bureancet s Bl “lor every troe
descllbear dad, 1herefs a father who's being
purished for the ging of the deadbeats” says
Julie Batson. amother and wife who heads
Genrgians [or Child Support Reform, You'll
rarely read abour these fathers, men like Jim
Taylor who are being financially crushed and

"“1t'% a form of debtor's prison, Haly Ron

Henry, a Washington, D.C., lwyver who's

nore than a decade.

studied child supporn for

Mo national or state organization tewks the

prosccution of men who can't meet their

s assessmients, bt nlormal survey

on hehalf

of Men's Healrh found tha .|'.II_|!lt|"\\.|||:I.|'|.'|',.'

1%, 00000 VN are in il on any given -.|.|'_. fiar

missing child -support payments, Since their
incarceration may last from several days to
several months, one expert insuppart ancl
custody issues believes that as many as

1o, 000 Dathers see fall time every vear

Allegheny County, Pennsvivania, isone

ate the national

microcosm that helps illumi

picture. It has six deputies working full-time

tracking down parents who have missed

pavments and have had warmnts issued for
Jras

1

theirarrest. In oo, a company called Good-

will Industries proposed converting a defunct

ventilation company in Allegheny County into

d fathers who
wiere behind in their child su t

I'he 'ree fathers like Rob Hawkins, 45,

awork- Teicase 1.‘|.|.'i!‘:'|"_.- ({¥] |‘_-

a maintenance technician in Newton, North

Carolina, “1 was rotallv committed Lo pmw

It's fathers who spend the
most time and resources
on their kids who are hurt
most by the system.

often fmprizoned iy a chald-support appara
tus they see as drrational and punitive, They
are the fathers whose urge to raise their
children remains strong alter divorer. They
fight for custode and visitation. Theyre
aften ordered to payv child support that
exvewcls their abilitvy—support that then
children may never see. They po broke: Often
Ehes go o dail for nol being able to pay,

marriage and my

wife and kids~

Tl i

s savs his wife met a man at

church, took his two daughters awat onhis

older daughter's birthday, and never
returned. That was 2 years ago, and the
timing conldn 't have been worse. Hawkins
was starting his own business at the tinwe,

and his income had plummeted. But after the

an MEN'S HEALTH ¢ JUNKE 2003 ¢ mensheahibh.com

split, his child-support assessment was
based on his previous earnings. “Twas not

able to pay the child support,” he says, He
fodeledd the business, got ajob, and started
to make pavments, but his ex-wile took him
tacourt to pay his child-support debt —
adebt that acorues interest when suppor
pavIents are missed.

e juepe considered the options and said,
“It Tooks Tike he's trving o get back on his
feat. What do vou wanl mae to de?” Hawlkins's
ex-wile bonwed her head and didn't answer,

Amdd Hawkins wins led away Inshackles,
“They locked me up because 1 didn't have
enough money to pay my child support,” he
savd, Bk 0 T locked up, how can § go oot
anch make money to pay child support?

“T know there arve more dads owt there just
Fibge prvee” B |y, =W st change e T
Thiere are moms out theee like Hawlkins,

Lo, Casandra Mindehicello's |,|.|1|p||1|l.'1'_
Aavuancla, B, lives with her faher, as doos per
cent of childeen of divorce and brealoups,
Petinichiedlo ane buee ex share legal costody,
but he has physical custody, so she pavs ¢hill

support to hin She's working asan achninis
Irabive assistant by ||.|:c aned Herng Lo school at
might. 'l ehilel support amounts o nearly
25 pereent of her take-homme salary, Sha's
living Band to mouth amd las Fallen behind
o her payments,

“Fe could take e to court and have me

filect at any time,” she savs, “Loow under
stamcl the agony men have been in for vears,”

Here are o few more dispatches from the
chilel-support front:

(= Hobby Sherrill was an enginver on contract
o the Kuwaiti military in the summer of
o, When Irag invaded Kawait that Auguast,
its army took Shererill and a few colleagues
hostage. Four months later, they released
him. He was in his mother’s house i Fay-
etteville, Morth Caroling, less than 24 hours
when the sheriffs arrived, handeuffed him,
and led him avay for failing o pay chile
support during his captivity

= In Texag, Clarence Brandley was exoner-
ated after vo vears in prison and then pre-
sented with a child-support bill for saxoon.
= Eight vears ago, Derek Harvey, a landscaper
in Baltfrnore, broke up with the mother of his
three children, Three months later, he found
the kids shivering 4t his door in the middle of
the night. He's been living with them and
supporting them ever since—and paving
child support to the state: [ would like to
know where my money’s going” he says.

And that™s the dirty little secret behind the
state-run child-support system and its
persacution of men like Tavior, Fawkins, and
Harvew. Their money 15 most definitely going
L somenne, And it's often not their chilidren,



Jim Taylor grew up in poverty becaosa
ne aystem was in place to ensure his father’s
patronage, Beformwas needed, and it got its
start inagys, when Gerald Ford's administra-
tion established the federal Office of Child
Support Enforcement 1o help ensare that
|1-::-n-:11_5tu'{'iig|'l parents plaved a role in the
financial support of their offepring, During
the welfare reform of the 1p8os and "gos, the
feds required states to standardize child-
support assessiments and adopt collection
policiesthat would tareet men who weren't
meeting thém. The laws were conceived under
the thegry thiat the government was paying to
support welfare moms and children, soTathers

should reimburse the government. Most of
the money the state collected from fathers of

children receiving
men’s offspring, but back to the government.
red its money back

v child support as a pr

velfare did not go to the

he government wa
and s;
attorney Bon Henry. Men who fail

center,” says

“reimburse” the stale governments were

labeled deadbeat dads.

= federal povernment
began to subsidize state child-support

Al the same time, th

collection programs. The transaction was

cimpie: For every dollar collecte
support, the federal government gave the state

6 cents, fipuring that by incentivizing the states

Jirn Taylor shares joint custody

of his three boys, but his ex has
physical custody. As a result, mone
than a third of Tayler's net income
goes to the Commonwealth of
Virginla for child suppart.

L

o collect from deadbeats, the Teds would save
money in welfare costs for the children,

One problem: Women who need govern-
ment assistance ane tarehy the ex-wives of
millionaires. The men who were ordered to
pay support were aften broke themselves, And
0 came another round of welfare-reform laws
i 106, which armed the state povernments
with new weapons 1o collect support from
fathers. Thev could go directly to emplovers to
garmishee wages. They could take driver’s
licenses and professional licenses, Thes could
put liens on property, They could intercept
income-tax refunds. [Fall else Gled, they
covild haul the nonpaying parent into court,

JUME QR3¢ MEN'S HEALTH



HOME FRONT

charge him with contempt, and throw him
in jail. Collections jumped quickly, from
48 billion a vesr inaggs to sig Billion 2o,
Pt if the same disadvantaged deadbea
hadls still couldn't pay, where did all that new
money comme from ¥ Sinple: Tn order to claim
Lhe federal subsidies, the states startesld
Fumneling support paviments from middle
and upper=class fathers throngh their systems
i well—and using the same harsh collection
Lactics, even when theré wagno history or
expestation of sollection problems. Lealie rve,
chigdof Californin's office of thild PO
explaingd the reality of the system in her
testimony before Congress i gy Ny
L'H"{'HHm':. TS I:|'|l.' coLnlry have .Ill‘r_".‘!d\'
fiformec me v 1 ean win at this svatem.
Recrubt the middle cliss, bring those Dighe
ardias into your systenm, and that way you'll e
filsli tes Dol il serne of thi other states”
el e collection svstem has paid offi
The state of Ceoria, Tor example, ool in
gz amhllion in matching child-support fuds
fronty Woashington in zooo, Additionally the
furels relinlmirsed states two-thivds of each
t'ln."u'ﬁ' e o collection costs and over-
[dnel=—nraet e st million for Georgiain

5 )
ik

One private firm collected
$5,867 from “"deadhbeat”
dads. In return, the State of
Florida paid it $2.2 million.

zo0a, The feds also covered the costs of

1|'|1|'l|'.'1‘.'||'1'|'| ITHE Temy cornpiiler sYsiems to

track parents—szs5.8 million for Georgia in

the same year.

s fistires such as these help

Whoppt

ajority

explain why the of men in America
wh pay child support now pay it to their
state governments, and not to the mothers of
their children
They also help e

Villlev police crud

Beach's cul-de-sac

On the afternoon of August 9, 2002,
Beach came home carly from his sales

'nuﬂ.'n'lir|}:_|,|ri'|||_1.1|'|‘. i 5t Paul, Minnesaota

136 vay meeting a buddy who had tickets for

e minor-league Saints game. Tha doarbell
rang, e opened the door expecting his

{riend, Inste .~_|,|. I o fomar 'J'uli:'; olhoers al

the door and three eruisers in the cul-de-sac
where he'd been lving for 1o years,

O the way to the police station, the
officers didn't have much to gay, but as they
were booking him, one said, "Forty-two
thousand dollars, Sounds like theft.”

Actuially, i was |_|.-|-.h'-r|l,r| LI,I:.{!I child
support,” Beach responced.

“Somncls Tke the same thing to me” the
cop shot back,

Amd that's bow it sounded to e legal
systern and the judge who ruled against Mike
Beach time after time, when he petitioned for
jodnt custody, when he asked to have his
child-support payments recduced, when be
avpec] apainst the awtorabic cost-of=living
increases in hig support pavments, ane,
eventually, when he was arrestedd and thrown
i Jail, "It wias as crushing an experience as

e ever Dced)” Beach says, “to be jailed Tor

L i}
iy

YWhen Mike Beach's business
failed, authorities refused to adjust
his 55,020-a-month suppert bill,
Last year Beach spant & months in
custody for his inability to pay.

152 we
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not paving hills for children vou would mther
hawve in vour care”

Beach, 47 had founded a manufacturer's
representative company that brokered major
sales with departiment-store chains, Back in
iy, Lhe company was flourishing, and Beach
was bringing in gi30,000 a yedar, He and his
wife built o house in Golden Valley, a posh
suburb of Minneapolis, for themselves and
their teo soms. They vacationed in Vail,

Wi were living the good life,” he savs,
“piling up the house, the cars, the debt—the
Aamerican Drreanm thing”

Bt the marriage was falling apart, Coun
seling failed, Beach filed for divorce in July
peipdre Adter 4 years of litigation, e family
conrl juelpes awardedd custody of the bovs 1o
Peach®™s ex—wile, and they ordersd Beach to
pay child support, which be had already
started 1o pay in o after a temporary ruling,

I comput i childl suppeort, most diates oee
Lhe “inconse shares” formula whiels is Tased on
e commlsinee] soont by doeorme of 1he s,
Fhe: momibier of ehildren, e variong mont hly
costs, Tndpges plog the nombers intoa chart and
ditermineg a monthly pasavent to bse macle by
Fhes prarent s does net have costody of the
ehilelen, Minesols uses o pereentage of
P mode], based solely an the ineome of
the nomenstodial parent, or the “olaligor”

Lsing Beach highest annual imcome, the
juclpe set his pavient at g1,780, 108 41,000 4
month for private-schoeol tuition, plus s24o
for health-care reimbursements, Inaddition
1o the sa.o00 Bill, Beach was ordered to pay the
lion's share of the couple’s debt. ‘I'he order
wirs handed derwrn i Tune 1000,

Al the same time, Beach savs his company
ltst its primary client, and his income started
to sind Inggg, he had an income of sgo,o0a0,
and in 20060, he broupght ing25,040. In 200, his
business lost money, and he showed an
adjusted gross incomde of s8.000, Beach started
to fall behind in paying the child support.
Arcording to his records and canceled checks,
hee clid wse savings, income, and loans to pay
moie than sio,.o0o to s ex-wife from g7
throagh 2ooa, Nevertheless, he was behind by
$11,505 by earhy 2001,

Using Minnesota law, Beach applied for a
recluction in child-support payvments, Instead,
Judge John Holahan Ir, held a hearing to
determine whether Beach should be held in
contemyt and thrown in jail. Beach argued
thiat he was broke and brought in tax returns
anl Banlk statements to buttress his argument.

"T'mnol making enough money to make
these payments, let alone anything else”
Beach says he told the judge.

Helahan questioned the veracity of Beach™s
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your childron directly.

Make sure you read Thae
statules for your stale and wark
Lhe caléulation yoursell e you're
ure to gel every deduction you
can Online child-support
calculntors are helplul, but they
don'l always give the full slory,
Like lawyers pnd judges, they
lend 1o do oaly the "prasumptive
calculation”;

Firsk 2 bottom figure is wsy-
ally establishod baied gn the
combined gross incoma of the
pargnts; child-care and medicak:
insurance expenses are sddad;
then the perceniage that you
“owe" is determingd according
1o your income ratio. | you and
your wile earn exactly the same
amount, you have Lo pay your
wile-50 percent of the total
obligation; it's assumed that she
spends an equal amount on the
child. The figure arising from this
calculation is presumed tobe
correct uniess rebutied. Most
lweyers snd judpes nevergoa
step lurther. Bif there are
adjusiment Iacioes that can be
considerad 0 reduce Stpport.

il you bring them to the attention
of the courts

L-Ask Tor shared-parenting
credit. Spending more fime with
your children—whaf slmost
every divorced dod wanis to do
amywaly—gives you the higeest
reduttion possibie. In Visginiz,
for example, with 2 sharod-
custody adjustinent, 2 monthiy
support obligstion could be re-
duced by o much as hall,

Child-Su
Survival

You can have a say in your child-support
payments—if you understand these rules

It
uide

BY ROBERT SEIDENBERG

Child support is a hefty, potentially erippling
financinl obligntion that can shadow tho largor
piurt of your paak carning yoara., The child-
support guidelines oan be exoeasive bocouso
thoy 're n product of politics, not a true aasoss-
mant of childron's needs. Yoo owe it to yvoursalf,
and your ghildron, to aeck the lowest ohligation
posisiblo. The more you retatn contral of your
owm incoma, the better you'll bo nble to onroe for

Brirging Ihise three factors
Inte the equation can sheink your
child-care assessment, Protoct
yourself further by haeding the
following warnings.

L. Don't overwark, You should
Nk be working ovartime or have
a second job at the Hme your
support obligation |5 caloulated,
You'll end up with an obligation
baged an more than 40 hours'

; work par wnek,

deponding on how much lime
yau spand with your kids. Togel |
this adjustenent, you must mest
thesa Iwo crilaria: (a) your courl
arder must specily that you have. |
Joint custody, amd (b)) youe gus-
tochy sharo (viitation schadule)
st reach the theeshald, which
varles by staté from 90 Lo

140 days a vear. I your visita-
tron schadule comes to L day lass
than the threshold, you gal n
crodil whatsoovor for the time |
youur children spend with you,

sxpenses, | you're saif-
employed, your gross incoma far
purposes of child support may
be closer to the net amount an
your Schedule C{the amount on
witich you pay income tax and
sogiab-security taxy than to the
fotal revenus of your busingss,
Remarkably, lawpers and judges
may overlook this sizable
deduction pnless you call it to |
their atlention,

JUME:

| & Beware of oul=of<cort

negatlations, Avaiding litigatlon

| I3 always disirablo, Howsver, you
| ean't negotiate as froely as you

ance calld. For gxample, you
can't offer yoilr wilo a batter

(property sattlemant in exchongs

for lower child support. Alter the
agreament ls signed, she could
Immediately go to cotirt te have
child support ralsad to guideling
levels. On the plis sldo: With 2
negotiated ngresment; things ke

| asecand ob ark more likely to

Hu awara; Obtaining joint he disregarded,
Gy b VU AR, (e sty L)
1 Infiating the cast of child care

2. Claim the tax dediictions, i & comimon I:fl:t_ir.‘. usedio

Eraratinns bk WP'E.H. s increase ::h!ld-_sun?i:_lrtﬂ'ﬁs\!g‘a-.-

automatically go to the custodial mments, |f your gx spdedenly

parent unless negaliated ar transters your child from a $150-

orderad atherwise. Golor 2 conrp 3 WEEK da!l" care bo i":'s-i{ﬁ!?_'ﬂ‘_

onder that specifies either thay etk day care. make siire you

you get the exemptions or that 520 the receipts. Also, in most

they alternate every year Hyou  SHa1es, child-care expenses are

have'ta fitlgate this issue, you “allowerl only for the Hrme the:

mist argue that vou provided ‘matheris working. If h_ln_mw_u_ﬂm
_ more than hal tha suppart. ofly half-time, she can't claim

full-fime child-care expenses.:

4. Consider a paternity test. i
youhave any redson bo suspecl
that the child ks not yours—
especially [f you're unmarriod
and tha child lived with you=-yoi
should seek a patemity test right

U away, T you're married, some

states say tha child is yolirs even

| T DNA tests prove otherwise,

| Rabui Sedesbengshe duthar

o The Faline 5 Envirgeacy Guide T
Crvarte-Cnatacy Balits (€5 Baoks),

2003 s menshestth 183



DEADBEAT DADS

»CONTINUED from poge 153

deewments in open court and ordered
Beach toserve 6 months. A mavshal euffacd
fim andd locked him up. But family mem
bers carme up with the 11,508 Beach owed.,
amcl beswas ot after 3 days,

Still, his business ventures conlinued to
deteriorate, and his child-suppart delbt
continued to mount. His ex-wite sued for
contempt again, which leel to his arrost Jast
August, This tirme be couldn't come up

Eean'’s Gore-Tex™®
| Mountain Treads: $99,

with the back e T s — 42,000, Mo
spent & months v oustody, most ol i1 in
a work-release propgram,

IF the judges are right and Mike Beach ju
the ultimate deacdbeat dad. it would mean
he chose gail sather than fork over cash thae

he supposedly has squidrreled assiy, e also
wortlel have willingly left his new wife for
& months, “Lmay be crazy.” he savs, bl
not that ey

Mow he's aut of fail ot seill in debt o he

Gear testers and editors from Sackpacker magazine pratsed the it and comiort
of o Gewe-Tex™ Movntaln Treads, fdeal for walking, hiking or mountain biking

Shop online at llbean.com or call
1-800-615-2326 for a FREE Outdoors Catalog.

svsten e stall teving to male &g of his
buisiness ventures,

“Im ot malking avy money ae all right
oo, Ay ey Lo sencd, e, Bul it's so

T

[Eeele, they can pat me bick s ail anveine”

LLBean | s enmlimiiiiimines

ND CLOTHIAG : foogs
pUTDOGN GEAR A man's chilel=support ehligalions in some

states aren't all that complicated —iFany
thiing, they're simplifted bevond renson.
"hey were compdled by Bobert Williams, a

help figare out uniform gudilelines (o
establishing child support, Fivst issue; [How
rchiis enough® Willinmes cesearched 1he
ratterand came up with the "income
still lived together, Based on Burdau of
Labgr Statistics data, Williams calculated

Spﬁrt BDE‘t Cheddﬁt ST government ordered the slates o adopt
'x child-support guidelines, most used this
federal and state povernments, [ 1m0,
when Tennessee became the first stale to

prrivate research consultant, whio was Dired
byt federal goseciment in Hhe wHos o
shares™ medlel, Fe explains it this wine
A child should receive the same ametunt of
income feom bis parents as he would 17 they
the cost of mising children and then divided
L = il o it between the parents based on their
: combined income. When the federal
J FEI"SDI'IB_|_F!E?_IM EEHGE e income -shares model,
[n 1984, Williams established the firm
Policy Studies, Ine., tocontinue advising
seek help from a private company to
administer it= child-support svatein, PSI
was poized to get the contract,

2| 4 S became the first in the country”

' Williams says. His tiny shop grew quickly
ard niow etnploys oo, Tie, magazine
mamed it one of the fastest-prowing

Take our NASBLA-appreved online boating zafaty and training commpanies in 2000, " We operite 28 offices
course at yamaha-motor.com. What are yoi waiting for? Go have fun. at the moment,” he says,

DG Ve Rtz D s, il P A0 i e A (36 YAM AHA i i e
LT B AR R IR " b T L “

[ TR Y b
VI rL ek A5 D TE B




position of adviging one stale on how much 1o
eharge i child support and then helping them
collect the funds, His company not only gets
kil to o cevtain state programs. but in seime
cases receives 2 cut of the money it colledts,

“He helps states <ol high guidelines and
then gets o percentage of every dollar he
enllects” savs Mike MeCormick, director of
the Americom Coalition for Fathers and
Childreen, =T wish | oould make rules that sias”

“The higher the guidelines, the more they
can make” points out B Mark Bogers, a formor
Fecleral Beserve Bank economist in Atlanta
sl serves o Georpin s commission on child
support. "Is s obvious conflict of interes "

Willims disaprees. “Guideline amounts ame
st Iy the conrts or legistature. Any recom-
mendations we malke tothe states about Their
sinielelines don'l have an impact on the
colleetions, We have recommentled that
owtlers should go up in some cases, bt we'ie
also vecommended reduetions, I the States
sl oecders that ave oot rageonslv high, they
Beenmae Loo dird to collect he says, = They'ne
shvot g themsebees in e foot "

e Wil the godfather of the clilds
HUPOT SyRlenm, Sees 18 excesse s, 10 can e
“wpecessarily punitive” at low ineome levels,
1T sanrs eviery st should have an adpisoment
[or shared] parenting, so that o father would
gel eredit Tor caring Tor his ehildren in his own
Twome Willimms included those adjustments
g anoplion i his oviginal model, Tsat most
states haven't urilized it Which means the
Sl bt clcls®™ wehio desete the most time
sl resourees 1o thedr children are the ones
wlio el elobbered the hardest,

Steve Wolte, 41, is a mastar machinist.
Hemukes his living crafting retractor vabves
for NASA spaceships and makes his home
i the Baltimeore suburhs with his wife, Ricki.
arl their scn, Cayee, 10. Their working-class
communily is close to the Chesapeake Bay,
Tlere’s a small speedboal in their garage. It
seerng like the perfect family scene, but for
one small Tet The Wolfe famiby is on the
werge of banloruptey because Steve Wolfe is
paving child suppert to the State of Mary-
lamid —child supgport for Cavee,

1t s totally oul of whack for me to be
paving child support for the son I'm living
wilh" Waolfe savs. “1t doesn’t make sense 1o
anyome bl the state cotlection agenoy”

Aall, bearish man with gentle eves, Wolfe
L] i Lo writh Ricki Schmeider inggz, and
they hadd Cavee. At Tirst they didnt marry.
[He and Ricki split up for 2 vears, bat they got
ek Logether and married in Tate Juhe ook,

Buat dluring the time Steve and Ricki were
apart, shie went om public assistance. Tnthe eves
ol The state, Wilfe has torepay the cost of that
period when his son was on public suppoert.
Marvland ordered his emplover to automati-
cally deduet child support from his wages,

“The stale has been takdng money from
my pavcheck for vears to pav child support
fiar Cayee Wolfe says. Worse, the private
colléction firm hired by the State of Maryland
hasn't kept proper track of the money it's
garnisheed from Wolfe. “The mare T paid,”
savs Wolfe, “the more Towed.” [n 1006,
Maryland took mway Wolfe's driving privileges
for failing to make pavments. despite the fact
that he could produce canceled checks and
wape-deduction statements that proved his
pavments were up-to-dite; in gl two
Paltimore city sheriffs showed op at the
factory where he worked, cuffed him. and
led hin away.

T e company comptroller came out omto
the floor aned showed the sheriffs my pay
stubs that proved | wag paid up,” YWaolfe savs
Sandithey stilihauded me off tojail® [.ilﬂ:M’akt
Reach, Wolfe leanied on friends and family to
raine funds forhis release, but today he's still
i L'Jlilﬂ..ﬂlwlﬁl his son. Wolfe woull
rather be using the money to get a degree in
computer-aided destgn. e child-support
collection system stays on his back, though,
he wondersif heand his family can afford to

stay i their houseanothor year,

Wolfe's nightmnre ls unusual, but not
n Iig_l.'ﬂ ed case. Enperfo mukimise their
matehing federal funds, many states have
oulgourced Ui support-callection process.
1t has prown inte a multimillion-dolli
business that operates with the power of

the v, Tt without its oversight, AL least

W companies are now in the business of
collecting child-support payments outsicde
the state svstem. They advertise heavily on
the Internet. They promise to track down
deadbeat dads: But they also charge an
avermge of wo percent of what they collect.
Critics say that inmany cases they're merely
processing money that s been collected by the
government and skimming off hefty fees.

A few vears ago, Florida hired two compa-
nies to collect child support from 200,000
deadbeats. Acconding to a report in the
Orlando Sentinel, Lockheed Martin (ves, the
aircraft manufacturer) was assigned w1328
cases. It closed 37,270 cases and collected
$137.830 inchild-support payvments, but was
paid sz.2 million for its services. Another
méajor collection firm, Maximues, “got 12
deadbeats to cough up 55,8677 the article sasd.
Maximus was paid s = million in retarm Saill,
matching federal funds for these programs
can make even screwy numbers like these add
up for state comptrollers,

“Lome lcollection programs] are well rum
some are black holes,” save Teresa Kaiser.

A child-support vetermn, Kaiser staried off as
a lawwer specializing in familv matters in
Washington State and became a hearing
officer and then director of child-support
offices in Idaho and Missouri, before taking

over Marviand’s program 3 vears ago.

Kaiser spent much of that time locked in
bartle with Maximus, the privale company the
state pays to collect and distribute child-
suppaort funds, She charged Maximus with
sloppy record keeping, harsh or nonexistent
service toclients, inability to close cases, and
sitting on money it collects, mther than giving
it to the children it's supposed (o support.
Legtslativie auditors in Marvland confirmed
that Maximuos was not distributing furds and
not closing cases. Thev discovered that g4
percent of support collected was undistrib-
wtedd torthe childeen, and Kaiser and dMary-
Lands former governor, Farris Clendening,
hoth worked to block Maximuss contract—a
maave that was stopped by the state lepislnture,

“This is a very powerTul company,” Kaiser
sarys, though she learned just how powaerful
oty in Januarey, when a new governor waol
affiee, Ore of his fiest afficial aets: Aring
Teresa Kaiser,

It's beon mora than 20 years sinco
federal and state governments hecare
imvalvec in chiled=support enlorcement
pratters, Plve children been helped or huorg?

For vnclerprivileged ehildren, the system
s aclebedd Hittle ton their wellaee or well=being,
shiee most of the money colleeted from Hheir
absent parents has gone o reimburse the
goveriment, To the extent that the svstem has
further impoverished their Bathers or driven
thier away from them, it as dooe danmage.

Fesr warking-class and midelle -class chil -
dhren, the results are mixed, To be sure, the
panaoply of levs and regulations and collection
taoks bas forced many tathers to pay child
support. But eritics say it has also had the
effect of impoverishing fathers who never
cliise divioree, of creating a rigid and punitive
syatem of debt collection, and of reducing
child rearing 1oa FAnancial transaction.

“Were focused on the wrong enc of the
telescope” says David Lo Levy, president of the
Children's Rights Couneil, & Washington-
based nongrofit fimm that advocites join
custoddy. “The government sees it as o money
issue, [t really a shared-parenting issue”

=1 did not become child-support director
o inflict pain.” says Kalser, “The average
child-suppart worker is troubled when the
father {5 denied access for whateser reason.
1f the policy hurts people, it's time to change
the policy”

Peaple on bath sides of the conflict agree
that guidedines for the middle clags could
bewefil from three sionple, basic changes.
First, when families get back together, fargive
all child-care payments, Second, bage the
pavment on the noncustocial parent’s actoal
ahility to pay, rather than o a standard
percentage of income set by a govermment
agency, Third, take into account the amsant
of time children spend with the parent whe's

17

JUNE 2051 # MEN'S HEALTH



USEFU
STUFF

THE MEN'S HEALTH
Lowdking for the definitive dict
angd workout plan o cut o
put-and remake vour museles?
The oditore of Men s Herith
sl e the bonk!

L1t Nenstak
Belly-Off

Prn#;hram Tk i bres od 1 v

LT T
T

T

THE MEN'S HEALTH
HOME WORKOUT
BIBLE

Pl uge Hluin gesi exencises
st vated— 1m0 gyam

ey abnecl!

The books, the gym-ready
reprints, the exercise
posters...thevery best of

-_:'“' THE TESTOSTERONE
TESIOSTERINE ortoscrrets

1171

ESSENTIAL ABS
Livse yvour o "|u--' wrlth owar

T 1]

=3 fa=Wrek,
i ||_|H.|II|'|||'|:L]'.'| . beginies -
Trivanudly jopongrar

THE MEN'S HEALTH
BELLY-OFF PROGRAM

okl agnl boled venas
Eeo wornir T e wedd by onar
sdampilie welghi ~loss plan

I T T TN N T N M S S S S e e e e R D M N SN NN N SN S S

ASK THE GIRL NEXT DOOR
By Micoke Delsnd

Mens Healih's most |-.--|--.||.1:

F

I ALK TI
w ]

il »

LTETER R Ri i

ALF I
R ol

1 b bt ween

AMAN, ACAN, A PLAN
1 st Jinve a0 can

AT, oL Al Tk
i S0 - siee meals

MEN'S HEALTH
TOTAL BODY
WORKBOOK viLO

A 1 prart guibde 1o

THE MEN'S HEALTH
COVER MODEL
WORKOUT

Want toJook like aMen's
Healrh imvoiel ¥ Here s von
clhinnee. Crwen M Kiblin
revials the exiercise, die,
sl Nl lessans 1hat Llanded
Taings cim1 ot e over

1 THE MENS HEALTH HARD-BODY PLAN
1 THE TESTOSTERONE ADVANTAGE PLAN

I EXCLUSIVE! HARD-CORE EDITION WITH
ADVANCED 9-WEEK PROGRAM ina: sestathi in s

0 THE MEN'S HEALTH HOME WORKOUT BIELE
1 ESSENTIAL ABS

1 THE MEN'S HEALTH BELLY-OFF PROGRAM

U ASK THE GIRL NEXT DOOR

U A MAN, A CAN, A PLAN

LI MEN'S HEALTH TOTAL EODY WORKEDOK v2.0
1 THE MEN'S HEALTH COVER MODEL WORKOUT

— SPECIAL EDITION] INCLUDES "2-WEEK TWERK"
YOUR BODY CAMERA-READY [N 14 DAYS! it midster s o) 335

- GET BACK IM SHAPE

TOTAL [Shipping and handling nriuded

"TOGET

GET BACK INSHAPE

A shi- part P L e

320

h:f:.'ﬂ.E
ADDRESS

CITY/STATEAZIP

Cornplede s codor foomand mal el sooe pagrneed 00 e
Maag checks povable o Men's fleaith, LS.
menklaall e &lkee & veshin for delbary,

hande only. Ordet teese ind 1oes of idh

Heatth Murttpd pim

_______.__.___g,..:_______——-——u....___.l

lenSHealth

paving child support. If the child is with
that parent 4o percent of the time, should
the father—or the mother—be paving
o percent of the child support?

The most radical approach would be Lo
take the government out of the child-
support transaction, except where there's
a genuine problem. Mo foul, no crime, Al
least let fathers pay directly to their forner
mates ancd children.

I'he changes may oceur naturally, High
COUELs dre just starting o examine and
discover fundamental inequitios in the
syt Judges i Georgia and Tennessee
have recently eleelared child -support
Fubcelines in theirstates unconstitutional,

Jim Taylor and his three sons were
Fawving dinmer 4na Bichimoned restanrnt
Biter onve Sunday night last Febraary, Thei
comparion was Chase Shillletn, wio bl
foundec the Virging Farnily Law Reform
Coalition, a nonprofit argantzation dedi
cated to ralsing awireness about child-
support s Tavlorgell phone rang,

“Ill e right ever) he told the caller,

A Virglnda state senate commilbee
hearing was taking pubilic testimony on
a bill to mlsechild-support pavinents,

Pyl chrepped this bavs at his g
mother s hovge and elrave down o the
heart of the eapital, whitre he took a place

i line ta testify before the senators, He
approached the microphone and held up his
last pavehecks

s for gars.82," hie gaid. *T have a
negative balance in my cheeking account.
Ml sons will come tostay with me
throughout this weekend, What resources
haee been left to meet their needsy

“If this bill weree law right now, my
supprert ubligation would increase by gouo,
That's pasoline for a month. Gasoline is
what [ use to get towark, To pul [ood on
the table, Without it, the game's over”

A few weelos later (after the senate
pazsed the bill), the house sent it back to
a commmission for more study, and the
guidelines remain the same,

Taylor and Shifflett declared a small
victory, but there's a long war ahead.

Taylor says he was despondent ane
hopeless until he ran into Shifflet!, Now
Tavlor Is appealing his case to the Virginia
Supreme Court and challenging the validity
of the state child-support laws to the TS,
Supreme Court.

He admits that his battle has givien bim
nevw understanding for the man who
abandoned him all those vears ago.

“Mow ['ve finally gotten a taste of why my
dad ran,” he savs. “The pressure and self-
derubt can be overwhelming.” But in the
cheice between fight and flight, Jim Tavlor
has decided to stay and slug it out. TIEL



